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      /s/ John F. Conrad                                    Effective: September 10, 2004 
Assistant Secretary for Engineering and  Expires: September 9, 2005 
 Regional Operations Division 
 
 
 

Work Zone Traffic Control 
 
I. Introduction 
 

This new Instructional Letter provides users of the Washington State 
Department of Transportation (WSDOT) Construction Manual M 41-01 
with new rules in Work Zone Traffic Control.  This Instructional Letter 
supersedes and replaces part of the Construction Manual M 41-01: 
Section 1-2.3C, “Work Zone Traffic Control.”  This revision to the 
Construction Manual M 41-01, Chapter 1, will be distributed under 
separate cover in January 2005.   

 
 
II. New Subsection 
 

Revision to the Construction Manual M 41-01, July 2004 
Pages 18-23, Chapter 1, Administration 

Section 1-2 Contract Information 
Subsection 1-2.3 Construction Traffic Control 

Subsection 1-2.3C Work Zone Traffic 
Control 

 
Replace subsection 1-2.3C with the following: 

1-2.3C  Work Zone Traffic Control 

1-2.3C(1)  General 
The primary function of work zone traffic control is to move 
vehicles and pedestrians safely through or around work zones 
while protecting on-site workers and accommodating the 
contractor’s construction operations. 

All work is to be performed by the contractor under the 
contractor’s control and supervision.  All resources are to be  
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provided by the contractor unless the Special Provisions of the 
contract specifically states that the department will provide some 
resource(s), what those resources will be and how they are to be 
utilized.  Such provided resources will be placed in the 
contractor’s control to be used in the contractor’s operation.  Any 
additional resources provided to the contractor during the project 
should be accompanied by a change order to the contract and, 
where appropriate, a price reduction. 

The “General” requirements for traffic control (Section 1-10.1) 
address the responsibility to provide adequate traffic control 
measures at work zones as follows: 

• No work shall be done until all necessary signs and traffic 
control devices are in place and/or conflicting and confusing 
signs are covered. 

• If the Contractor does not provide necessary traffic control, 
WSDOT may do it and deduct the cost from the Contractor’s 
payments. 

• The Contractor is responsible regardless of whether or not 
WSDOT orders, furnishes, or pays for necessary traffic 
control. 

It is important for the Project Engineer to ensure that the 
Contractor has an approved traffic control plan in place and 
implemented providing all necessary signs and other traffic control 
devices so that the traveling public is aware of all deviations from 
the normal traffic conditions and is furnished adequate direction 
and guidance to permit safe travel through the construction area. 

WASHINGTON STATE PATROL (WSP) TRAFFIC 
CONTROL ASSISTANCE 

Washington State Patrol (WSP) troopers may fulfill two roles on a 
construction project.  In the first case, troopers may be dispatched 
to participate in the Contractor’s traffic control activity, perhaps as 
Flaggers or Spotters, perhaps to operate a vehicle during one-way 
piloted operations or rolling slowdowns.  The WSP role will be 
defined in the contract provisions. 

WSDOT has an agreement, GC9131, with the Washington State 
Patrol (WSP) for that agency to provide troopers and vehicles to 
help with traffic control on construction projects. WSP traffic 
control assistance is considered an enhancement to the required 
work zone traffic control and should be reserved for those work 
zones that have unusual hazards or a high degree of worker  
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exposure to traffic, which cannot be addressed by traditional traffic 
control means. 

The Project Engineer should ensure that good communication is 
maintained with WSP troopers assigned to the project and that the 
appropriate traffic control strategy is applied. On each shift of 
WSP traffic control assistance, Form 421-045, WSP Field Check 
List, shall be filled out. WSDOT will fill out the top portion of the 
form and give it to the WSP trooper on the project to complete. At 
the end of the officer’s shift, the completed form shall be returned 
to WSDOT. 

The Contractor shall direct the activities of the WSP troopers 
assigned as a labor resource provided by the State. 

Instructions for WSP assistance are in Instructional Letter “IL 
4008.00” and the Traffic Manual M 51-02. 

The second case of WSP involvement is in the area of 
enforcement.  In this case, the troopers are not considered to be a 
State-provided resource and do not participate in the Contractor’s 
traffic control work.  When this situation occurs, WSP is present 
(at WSDOT expense) to provide enhanced, increased and visible 
enforcement of all traffic regulations, including those installed by 
the Contractor in the course of the work. 

Enforcement officers are simply doing more of what they usually 
do.  Their presence or lack of presence is due to administrative 
decisions by the department and WSP that are completely 
independent of the contract.  They are not to be considered a 
provided resource, there shall be no entitlement to their services 
and neither the Contractor nor the Project Engineer shall direct 
their activities. 

As stated above, a mid-project decision to provide troopers would 
be a change order.  To be fair to unsuccessful bidders, such a 
change would need a price adjustment if nothing else had changed. 

1-2.3C(2)  Traffic Control Management 

GENERAL 

“Traffic Control Management” (Section 1-10.2) addresses the 
requirements and duties of the Contractor’s management personnel 
responsible for traffic and the Traffic Control Supervisor (TCS). 
The Contractor has the responsibility for managing traffic control 
and providing safe traffic control measures that are appropriate for 
the type of work and consistent with the requirements of the 
contract plans and specifications. The Contractor’s traffic control  
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work is a contract activity. Just like other contract activities, it is 
associated with pay items.  The activity must be inspected for 
adequacy and conformance with the contract. Once it is performed 
and inspected, associated contract items must be measured and 
paid.  Traffic management actions affect not only the Contractor’s 
work operations, but also those of subcontractors. The process for 
coordinating and approving those actions must be well defined and 
consistent with the contract requirements. 

Contractor management and the TCS work together with the 
Project Engineer and WSDOT’s traffic control contact person to 
address traffic control issues as the work progresses. Planning and 
coordination of the Contractor’s work efforts with appropriate 
traffic control measures are the primary responsibilities of 
contractor management. It is also the responsibility of management 
to ensure that any adopted State-provided or approved Contractor-
proposed Traffic Control Plans (TCPs) needed to implement the 
contract work operations are provided to the TCS and that any 
necessary resources to implement the TCP are available.  

TRAFFIC CONTROL SUPERVISOR 

The TCS ensures that the traffic control measures shown on the 
approved traffic control plans (TCPs) are properly implemented, 
operating, and documented on the project. The Contractor’s TCS 
may not be required full time on the project, but is required to 
perform all the duties required by the specifications. When the 
Contractor is working multiple shifts, it may be necessary to have 
more than one person assigned to the role. 

In addition to the Contractor’s responsibility to designate a Traffic 
Control Supervisor, WSDOT may designate a DOT employee who 
is qualified, but not necessarily certified, to serve as the State’s 
traffic control contact.  It is intended to have qualified, trained 
representatives from both the Contractor and WSDOT work 
together to achieve safe traffic control operations on the project. 

Among the duties of the Project Engineer in the area of Traffic 
Control are the following: 

• Communication:  About the planned work, traffic control 
needed and adjustments to the approved Traffic Control Plan.  
During the work, to stay aware of changes, events and issues. 

• Monitoring:  The activities of the Contractor TCS and traffic 
control workers.  The status of signs and control devices.  
Conformance with specifications and requirements. 
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• Documentation:  Obtaining and reviewing daily reports.  
Handling Traffic Control Plans and their approvals. 

• Coordination:  With adjacent projects, with DOT Traffic 
offices, notices to the media. 

The Project Engineer may assign these duties in any manner.  It 
would make sense to include the State’s traffic representative in 
these activities. 

When reference is made to the “Traffic Control Supervisor (TCS) 
in these provisions or in the Standard Specifications, it shall mean 
the Contractor’s Traffic Control Supervisor unless stated 
otherwise. 

TRAFFIC CONTROL PLANS 

“Traffic Control Plans” (Section 1-10.2(2)) addresses the 
requirements of Traffic Control Plans (TCPs). The Contractor must 
either adopt the TCPs appearing in the contract or propose 
modified TCPs to be used for the project. The Contractor must 
submit proposed modifications to plan TCPs or alternate plans at 
least ten calendar days in advance of the time the traffic control 
will be required. Approval of these plans must be obtained before 
the work can begin. 

The possibility of alternate plans is covered by the contract.  No 
change order will be needed because of that reason.  However, if a 
price adjustment is needed then a change will be necessary to 
accomplish that.  We would allow additional payment, either 
through added units or revised lump sums, only if the original 
contract TCP was shown to be inadequate or in the case of traffic 
control needed for another change in the work.  If the proposal is 
only for contractor convenience or preference, then a discussion of 
no pay for added traffic control or a credit for less traffic control 
would be appropriate.  If the contractor should balk at this, the 
response could be “build according to plan.” 

Minor modifications to the TCP may be made by the Traffic 
Control Supervisor to accommodate site conditions. Modifications 
or adjustments to the plan must maintain the original intent of the 
plan. When there is a change in the intent and/or substantial 
revisions are needed, a revised TCP shall be submitted for 
approval through the TCM to the Project Engineer. The Regional 
Traffic Office should be consulted when this situation occurs.  
Again, changes may call for a formal change order. 
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Traffic Plans should not only address all work zones and standard 
devices and signs but should also address issues such as: 

• Conflicting or temporary pavement markings 

• Maintaining existing operational signs and covering 
conflicting signs 

• Staging requirements 

• Temporary vertical or lateral clearance restrictions 

• Temporary work zone illumination 

• Consistency with any work hour restrictions 

• Position of positive barriers for traffic hazards or worker 
protection 

• Vertical drop-offs 

• Work zone access 

• Intersection or access control (traffic signals, road 
approaches) 

• Pedestrians and bicycles 

If the Contractor’s method of operation or the work area conditions 
require other than minor modification of the specific TCP 
appearing in the contract or any of the TCP’s previously 
designated and adopted by the Contractor, the Contractor shall 
submit a proposed modification of the TCP for approval. If the 
Contractor’s proposed modifications comply with the MUTCD 
requirements and are consistent with contract requirements as well 
as State and Region policy, the Project Engineer may approve 
these proposed modifications (perhaps utilizing a change order, if 
appropriate.)  If the Contractor’s proposed modifications do not 
comply with the MUTCD requirements, the Project Engineer 
should consult with the Region Traffic Engineer. 

If there is any doubt that the proposed TCP complies with the 
MUTCD or provides for the safe movement of traffic, the Project 
Engineer shall consult with the Region Traffic Engineer or the 
Region Construction Manager. 

CONFORMANCE TO ESTABLISHED STANDARDS 

“Conformance to Established Standards” (Section 1-10.2(3)) 
addresses the requirements for standards and condition of flagging, 
signs, and all other traffic control devices. In addition to standards 
established in the latest adopted edition of the “Manual on  
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Uniform Traffic Control Devices” (MUTCD) and/or as specified 
in the contract plans, the “National Cooperative Highway Research 
Project, 350” (NCHRP 350) has developed requirements for safety 
of four categories of traffic control devices. Category 1 devices 
consist of small lightweight devices that generally do not present a 
hazard. Typical Category 1 devices are cones, tubular markers, and 
plastic drums with no attachments. Conformance to NCHRP 350 
for Category 1 is described in Section 1-10.2(3) and applies only to 
those devices purchased by the Contractor after January 1, 2000. 
The Contractor is required to keep the manufacturer’s certification 
document on file and available for inspection if needed. Inspection 
of certification documents by WSDOT is not routinely required but 
should be considered if operational or safety issues are observed. 

Category 2 contains devices that are more hazardous due to their 
rigid construction, such as barricades, portable sign stands, 
intrusion alarms, and drums with lights. The collision test 
certification rules apply to all new devices purchased after October 
1, 2000.  Older equipment falls under a “grandfather” clause until 
2008.  Signs and stands are considered a unit until both wear out.  
A sign or a stand can be replaced with non-compliant equipment 
until the 2008 deadline. 

Category 3 devices are fixed or substantial in mass and could cause 
significant damage to a vehicle or its occupants. Devices such as 
barriers, fixed sign supports, and TMAs are included in this 
category. WSDOT approved devices in this category currently 
meet NCHRP 350 standards. 

Category 4 devices are typically trailer or truck mounted and could 
cause significant damage if impacted by an errant vehicle. Devices 
such as arrow boards, PCMS, portable signals, and portable 
lighting units are included in this category. Implementation of 
requirements for Category 4 devices is not presently scheduled. 

1-2.3C(3)  Traffic Control Labor, Procedures and Devices 

1.  TRAFFIC CONTROL LABOR 

All traffic control labor must be trained with a video about safety 
in the work zone.  Flaggers and spotters have additional 
requirements concerning flagging cards and apparel. 

All flaggers and spotters working on WSDOT construction 
projects must have a valid State of Washington flagging card or a 
flagging card issued by the states of Oregon, Montana, or Idaho.  
Flaggers and spotters are required to wear high visibility clothing 
as  
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specified in Section 1-07.8 of the Standard Specifications.  Other 
workers involved in traffic control may certainly use this type of 
clothing, but doing so is not a contract requirement. 

Flaggers used as spotters to protect an exposed work crew may be 
considered appropriate if other worker safety measures are not 
feasible. Before the Project Engineer approves the use of a spotter 
not shown on a contract plan, careful evaluation of the hazards 
involved should indicate that the spotter could actually provide a 
safety benefit to the work crew without undue risk to the spotter. 

FLAGGERS AND SPOTTERS 

Typically, flaggers have the highest exposure to traffic hazards and 
are more frequently injured or killed than other workers. Flaggers 
should only be used when all other forms of traffic control are 
inadequate to control traffic. When flaggers are used, flagging 
stations must be shown on the TCP along with the required 
illumination, warning signs and devices. Flagger stations should be 
protected with a positive barrier, if possible. The flagger should 
also have in mind an “escape plan” to avoid errant vehicles. It is 
not recommended to use flaggers at locations, such as freeways, 
where their primary function of warning or directing traffic is 
ineffective or not intended. Use of flaggers to exclusively display 
the “SLOW” message is also not recommended and is, in fact, not 
required by the contract.  The provisions call for a flagger with 
intermittent responsibilities to direct traffic to step back from the 
flagging station between tasks.  Additional guidance on the use of 
flaggers is located in the “Traffic Manual” and the “Work Zone 
Traffic Control Guidelines Book.” 

OTHER TRAFFIC CONTROL LABOR 

For some projects, labor in addition to the assigned Flaggers and 
Spotters is needed for a variety of traffic-related tasks.  Some of 
these tasks are listed in the provisions.  Hours for this item are 
measured only for work on certain defined tasks (see Section 1-
10.4(2)). 

2.  TRAFFIC CONTROL PROCEDURES 

ONE-WAY TRAFFIC CONTROL 

The major points to note in Section 1-10.3(2)A are: 

• The provision does not limit one-way traffic control to 
treated bases, surface treatments, and pavements. This type 
of configuration can be used in other operations, such as 
grading, when appropriate. 
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• Line of sight is important in coordination of side roads and 
approaches with the limits of the one-way operation. 

• When the contract does not stipulate a pilot car operation 
(i.e., bid proposal does not include such an item,) a new item 
can be established by change order if the Engineer deems that 
method of traffic control to be most appropriate; and 

• Contractor vehicles and equipment may utilize the closed 
lane in any manner.  The one-way controlled open lane is for 
public traffic and, should the contractor use that lane, all 
rules and procedures applicable to public traffic will apply to 
the contractor.  There will be no “wrong-way” travel in the 
open lane, no heavy equipment will join the public traffic and 
any additional traffic control will be performed according to 
approved plans only. 

• The contractor is required to plan and conduct operations so 
that the roadway can be reopened to two-way traffic at the 
end of the shift.  If the nature of the work prevents this, or if 
the work area is left in a condition unsafe for public two-way 
traffic, then the contractor must continue the one-way 
operation throughout the off-shift hours. 

ROLLING SLOWDOWN 

This can be a useful method of creating gaps in traffic for very 
short-term activities.  The key is planning and communication.  If 
all goes well, the gap will arrive at the site and be of long enough 
duration that the activity can be completed.  If this breaks down, 
the contractor must undertake the most expeditious method of 
restoring the open roadway.  If demobilizing and pulling off is 
faster than finishing the task, then demobilizing is the path that 
will be followed, without regard to cost, efficiency or schedule. 

LANE CLOSURE SETUP/TAKEDOWN 

The use of truck-mounted attenuators with arrow boards is 
required by the provisions.  This combination is to be used during 
the transition from open lane to closed lane.  Once a lane is closed, 
the TMA may be removed, leaving the arrow board alone. 

MOBILE OPERATIONS 

The key to this operation is to keep the traffic control equipment 
effectively close to the work and moving to match the work 
operation.  Two traffic protection devices are used.  One is a 
TMA/Arrow Board combination upstream of the work.  The 
primary purpose of this device is to protect the errant vehicle from  
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fixed object collisions.  The second device is immediately adjacent 
to the work area.  Its purpose is to protect the workers from the 
errant vehicle. 

PATROL & MAINTAIN TRAFFIC CONTROL MEASURES 

This activity is to observe, repair and maintain traffic control 
devices and layout.  The provisions require an hourly visit to each 
device and layout.  Depending on the extent of the control 
measures, more than one patroller may be required. 

3.  TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES 

CONSTRUCTION SIGNS 

The standard of these provisions is that the contractor provides all 
signs, posts and supports.  If the special provisions do not promise 
that some or all of these will be furnished by the State, then the 
contract requires the contractor to do it all. 

“Do Not Pass” and “Pass With Care” signs are the responsibility of 
the Contractor.  The provisions explain how to determine the 
number of these and that determination is to be made by the 
Contractor as well. 

Construction Signs (Section 1-10.3(3)) divides construction signs 
into two categories, Class A and Class B, and lists the work 
required for the Contractor. 

At no time should signs be left in traffic control position during 
periods when they are not necessary to traffic safety. 
Indiscriminate use of traffic control signs soon destroys public 
confidence and respect for the signs. Unnecessary traffic 
restriction and inconvenience tends to reduce the effectiveness of 
all signing and causes difficulty in enforcement by authorities. The 
Project Engineer should ensure that signs are removed or 
completely covered with metal or plywood during the hours they 
are not needed, either before or after working hours and on 
nonworking holidays or nonworking weekends. 

Signing for nighttime traffic is more difficult than that required for 
daylight hours. A review of the project signing should be made and 
recorded during the hours of darkness. 

Signs and other traffic control devices should be shown on the 
traffic control plan (either State-provided or contractor-submitted) 
approved and in use and should be installed with adjustments for 
work zone and traffic conditions. The Contractor and WSDOT 
should ensure proper use and placement of signs and devices. For  
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situations not addressed by the TCPs, the Project Engineer will 
determine who is responsible for preparing a revised TCP. Refer to 
the Work Zone Traffic Control Guidelines Book, MUTCD, or seek 
assistance from the Region Traffic Engineer for appropriate TCP 
revisions. A modified or new TCP may be needed if adjustments to 
signs and devices do not adequately address existing hazards or 
resolve observed traffic problems or accidents. 

Judgment will be required when a traffic control plan is changed.  
The project engineer must determine if the change has arisen 
because of a flaw in the original plans or because of the 
contractor’s activities or preferences.  In the first case, a change 
order, perhaps with compensation, may well be needed. 

The remaining devices listed in the provisions are the following: 

SEQUENTIAL ARROW SIGNS 
PORTABLE CHANGEABLE MESSAGE SIGN 
BARRICADES 
TRAFFIC SAFETY DRUMS 
BARRIER DRUMS 
TRAFFIC CONES 
TUBULAR MARKERS 
WARNING LIGHTS & FLASHERS 
TRUCK-MOUNTED ATTENUATOR 

The specifications for these devices should be sufficient to explain 
their use and requirements. 

1-2.3C(4)  Measurement 
Measurement is the key element of the new provisions, which now 
contain lump sum bid items.  The provisions will define one of 
several pay item strategies, which will determine the 
measurements to be made. 

First, the “normal” project with these provisions will contain 
items.  The items are different from previous contracts and are 
non-standard, although several have very similar item names.  
Each of these is described below. 

Instead of items, the project may be designated as a “Total Project 
Lump Sum.”  This will be the case if the item “Project Temporary 
Traffic Control, Lump Sum” is included in the proposal.  If this is 
the strategy of the project, then all measurement and payment 
provisions for all other pay items are deleted from the contract.  
When this occurs, then all temporary traffic control costs of  
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whatever nature (everything defined in Section 1-10) are included 
in the lump sum.  

The project may be a lump sum hybrid.  In this case, the Total 
Project Lump Sum item will be present, but the provisions will 
reinstate one or more of the deleted standard items.  If that 
happens, the measurement and payment of the reinstated item(s) 
will be separate from and not included in the lump sum. 

These are the items and a discussion of the features of the 
measurement spec for each: 

Traffic Control Supervisor (lump sum). Previously paid by the 
hour, this item is now a fixed cost.  Overtime is not considered, a 
second TCS for a night shift makes no difference.  This lump sum 
status will likely cause TCS to become a part of change order 
negotiations.  If the change does, in fact, require additional TCS 
work, then there would be entitlement.  This will also apply to 
extended contract duration, as the TCS can be considered part of 
on-site overhead. 

Flaggers and Spotters, (per Hour). This contract activity is 
separated from other kinds of traffic control labor.  It is measured 
according to the hours that an approved flagging station is manned.  
We will not count minutes and seconds; time will be rounded up to 
the nearest quarter hour.  If a station is manned, but full-time 
presence of the flagger is not necessary (trucks entering roadway, 
equipment crossing) then the flagger is expected to step back out 
of harm’s way until the next event.  No deduction will be made for 
this stepping back, provided the flagger can not be assigned to 
other duties while waiting.  In measuring flagging, disregard 
overtime, split shifts, union rules for show-up time, the trade 
classification of the flagger and any other payroll issues.  The 
flagging is a service that is provided and paid by the hour.  It is 
only peripherally related to the flagger’s paycheck. 

Spotters may be used and are encouraged.  Spotter stations must be 
shown on the TCP and approved.  Once approved, the item will be 
measured when the approved station is manned.  The same rules 
apply to the non-relationship between Spotter payment and the 
paycheck of the spotter employee. 

Other Traffic Control Labor (per Hour). There are other duties for 
traffic control labor besides flagging and spotting.  Some of them 
are included in this item for separate measurement.  If one of the 
activities listed in the provision is provided, then measurement of 
that activity is appropriate.  Only the hours that the activity is  
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performed will be measured.  Again, this is not a payroll 
measurement. 

Note the limit under patrolling and maintaining.  No matter how 
many people are involved in this activity, measure only one hour 
for each hour that each approved route is operated. 

Another little feature shows up under the last bullet (Installing and 
removing devices).  Time spent ahead of the setup marking layout 
points on the shoulder or getting signs ready in the yard will be 
measured under this item. 

Do not succumb to pressures to add other hours to this item.  As 
the payment spec for “Other Temporary Traffic Control” states, all 
costs not compensated by other items are covered there. 

Construction Signs, Class A (per sq. ft.)  To qualify for payment 
under this item, the sign must be designated as Class A on an 
approved TCP or be directed installed by the Engineer and 
designated as Class A at the time of direction.  After-the-fact re-
designations of signs that have been originally thought to be Class 
B should not be considered. 

Other Unit Price Items.  The new traffic control provisions limit 
unit items to major devices.  These include Sequential Arrows, 
Changeable Message Signs and Truck Mounted Attenuators.  The 
measurement and payment requirements for these are similar or 
identical to those which have been in use for some time and are 
relatively straightforward. 

One point to make is with the force account item for “Repair 
Truck-Mounted Attenuator.  Because this is a temporary 
installation and not a part of the permanent work, the Third Party 
Damage item does not apply and that is why a separate force 
account is established.  If the damage was caused by a third party, 
the department may well be able to recover the costs paid to the 
Contractor under this item.  The Project Engineer should take steps 
to protect the department’s interest and involve the Maintenance, 
Accounting and Risk Management offices to initiate the efforts to 
recover costs. 

1-2.3C(5)  Payment 
The payment provisions of the new specifications are intended to 
provide a mechanism that accounts for all of the Contractor’s costs 
for temporary traffic control.  The total project lump sum item is 
self-explanatory.  There is no additional payment unless there is a 
change order. 
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If the job contains items, the pay definition for each describes the 
limited portion of the Contractor’s costs that are covered by each 
item.  The summary lump sum item (Other Temporary Traffic 
Control) is written to be a catchall cleanup that lets nothing escape 
for “additional compensation” discussions. 

Watch out for change orders.  A principal concern over lump sum 
items is that work will be added that is not required by the original 
contract and no mechanism exists to increase traffic control 
payment.  This can be straightforward in identified changes, 
merely becoming an additional aspect of the negotiation.  More 
troubling are constructive changes, which are not written, but 
which do end up in negotiation.  An “overrun” of asphalt pavement 
to add a few driveways may be a convenient way to do field 
decisions, but may also create a dispute over the related traffic 
control costs (not to mention the dispute about the changed nature 
of the paving.). 

1-2.3C(6)  Construction and Maintenance of Detours 
Construction zone detours will normally be detailed in the plans. 
When detours not shown in the plans are required, the design will 
likely be done by the construction office under the direction of the 
Project Engineer and requirements of the MUTCD. If the detour is 
a full-fledged roadway, design and traffic reviewers should check 
the design. Short-term minor detours may be installed and operated 
without formal review, but the Project Engineer must be satisfied 
that the facility is suitable and safe for traffic use. 

Existing pavement markings on asphalt pavement should never be 
merely blacked out with oil or paint. Rather, the striped and 
adjacent areas should be sandblasted or ground in a pattern 
different from the original marking until the marking is no longer 
visible. This change in pattern minimizes the possibility that the 
original marking will still be visible to drivers, especially at night 
or in rainy weather when covered-over stripes have a tendency to 
shine in contrast to the pavement. Temporary pavement marking 
tape, either for temporary lane marking or masking of existing 
markings may offer another option. 

Barricades and barriers are inherently fixed object hazards. 
Therefore, they should not be used unless the combined hazard for 
the motorist and the workers of operating without barriers is 
greater than the hazard of striking the barriers themselves. They 
should not be used as primary delineation to guide traffic. 
Delineation devices must be maintained, and kept clean. When 
delineators become covered with grime or are damaged, they  
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become ineffective. The condition and positioning of these devices 
should be checked daily. 

1-2.3C(7)  Road/Ramp Closures 
When it is necessary to close a road, street, or ramp, the Project 
Engineer shall submit a request that includes the appropriate 
closure/detour plan to the Region Traffic Engineer in advance of 
the need. Per RCW 47.48.010, the Regional Administrator may 
close a road, street, or ramp. 

With proper planning and implementation, road/ramp closures can 
be an effective and safe method of traffic control. As required by 
RCW, notice of the closure shall be published in one issue of a 
newspaper in the area in which the closure is to take place. Signs 
indicating dates and times of the closure shall be placed at each 
end of the section to be closed on or before publishing the notice in 
the newspaper. Publishing the notice and placing of the signs shall 
be a minimum of three days in advance of the closure. Advance 
notice using local radio, portable changeable message signs or 
HAR may be effective in diverting traffic from the closed or 
impacted locations.  

Coordinate with the Region Public Information Officer for 
assistance with public notification. 

In cases of emergency, or closures of 12 hours or less, the road, 
street, or ramp may be closed without prior notice to the public. If 
possible, a notice should be posted one working day in advance of 
the closure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Request Alternate Formats 
 

• Deaf or hard of hearing call 7-1-1 and ask for (360) 705-7095 
• All others call WSDOT at (360) 705-7097 
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